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Dear friends and co-laborers,

Thank you so much for your interest in using this material to study, teach and communicate
the Truth! | am truly honored to share these resources with you.

Please help us to continue to make resources like this available by using only for
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Until the Whole World Hears,
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The Bible:
Fact, Fiction, or Fable?
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Is what was written down true?
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Historiography

Principles of
determining
authenticity

Josh McDowell Ministry Josh McDowell



The Bibliographical Test

Asks questions about
the manuscripts
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n
It disappears like
a swift
boat, like an
eagle swooping
own on 1ts prey.
Job 9:26 NLT
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The Bibliographical Test

Original "Autographa”
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2 Reasons to Copy

1. Preserve original text

2. Need more copies




The Bibliographical Test "

riginal Disintegrated
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The Bibliographical Test n

? ?

Generation Generation Generation
#1 #) #3
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The Bibliographical Test -

Pliny the Elder: years

Caesar: years

Plato: years




The Bibliographical Test

Written| Oldest Copy
343 BC! AD 1100




The Bibliographical Test -

 Aristotle: years
* Sophocles: years
* Euripides: years

e (atallus: years




Greco-Roman authors

Pliny the Elder: years

Plutarch: years
Josephus: years
Polybius: years
Pausanias: years
Herodotus: years

Xenophon: years
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Caesar Euripides l“

950 yrs. 1500 yrs.
NT 50 Aristotle

1400 yrs.

I \

o e *
0 400 / 800 }/oo 16%2000

Pliny the , ?i)lgto Catallus
S.
Elder YiSq ophocles 1600 yrs.
750 yrs.

1400 yrs.
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The Bibliographical Test

How many =
manuscripts do =
you have? =
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1
Caesar
manuscripts

Plato (Tetralogies)
manuscripts
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Tacitus (Annals)

manuscripts
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Tacitus (Annals)

manuscripts

(900 year gap)
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Pliny the Elder (History)

manuscripts

Thucydides (History)

manuscripts




1
Pliny the Elder (History) '

manuscripts

Thucydides (History)
manuscripts

(1300 year gap)




1
Suetonius
manuscripts

Herodotus (History)

manuscripts
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Sophocles

manuscripts
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1
Lucretius

manuscripts

Euripides

manuscripts
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Demosthenes

manuscripts
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n
Aristophanes

manuscripts

Aristotle: Poetics

manuscripts
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3D Photo Capture -

Gold Leaf & Silver Arsenic
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Back of Mask
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Egyptian god of
the afterlife,

death and the
resurrection

Josh McDowell Ministry Josh McDowell



Head of the god,
Osiris
ca.
Brooklyn Museum
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3-D
X-ray
and CT
Investigation

Drs. Scott Carroll!, Christian Widener?, and Fereidoon Delfanian®
IManuscript Research Group, South Dakota School of Mines and
Technology, *South Dakota State University
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° Greek papyri Manuscripts

* Dated from Early Roman Era

* 100 BC - AD 100
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DinoXcope
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DinoXcope
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Biblical Manuscript 11

“In 2008, 4 / new manuscripts
were discovered in Albania, at
least 7 / of them unknown to
Western scholars.’

Michelle A. Vu, Christianity Today




Ancient Manuscript 11
“Wash” the manuscript and reuse it.

Reused manuscripts are called

Common practice in the ancient
world even into the Middle Ages.
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Total Biblical Scroll & Manuscript |
Evidence
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The Bibliographical Test

What is the # 2 manuscript
after the New
Testament?




The Bibliographical Test n

in\a@\ (&

N4l A

¥ %
¥l .‘n\f(“
A 3 T —ny
S Y7
DN N i

II
L

approx. manuscripts

Josh McDowell Ministry Josh McDowell



The Bible: n
66,000+

The Iliad
1,800+
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The BIBLE compared to the average |

classical work

NIOM [BITSSB[O 95 BIOAY

Josh McDowell
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The BIBLE compared to the average i
classical work

Average classical work
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The BIBLE compared to the average i
classical work

Average classical work
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The BIBLE compared to the average i
classical work

Average classical work
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The BIBLE compared to the average i
classical work
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Average classical work
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known Greek New
Testament manuscripts...

N N I I

“...we now have 11

2014

Dr. Daniel Wallace
Dec.6,

4 feet One World Trade Center 1 Mile 112 Mile 21/2 Mile
Average Classical 1,776 Feet New Testament Old Testament Bible
Writer
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“...in the world that comes n

to more than
pages of text.’
N N I

Dr. Daniel Wallace
Dec.6, 2014

4 feet One World Trade Center 1 Mile 112 Mile 21/2 Mile
Average Classical 1,776 Feet New Testament Old Testament Bible
Writer
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New Testament Figures Confirmed 1L

Historically
Jesus Herod the Great
James Herod Archelaus
John the Baptist Herod Philip
Caesar Augustus Herod Antipas
Pilate King Agrippa |

High Priest Caiaphas King Agrippa Il
High Priest Annas Bernice (wife, Agrippa II)
Qulrlmus Herodias
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Luke is a consummate
historian, to be ranked in
his own right with the great
writers of the Greeks.

E.M. Blaiklock Professor of Classics
Auckland University
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[t is true that no biblical
discovery has ever undermined
our 1n scripture.

Dr. Scott Carroll
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In the last there has ™
not been a single manuscript
discovery that has produced a new
reading for the New Testament
that scholars think is authentic...

Dr. Daniel B. Wallace




...not a manuscript.

Dr. Daniel B. Wallace
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- St:Catherine’s Monastery,

—
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1
Pure Text '
5%

99.5%
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Dating of Manuscript
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Dating of Manuscript

eyol

[etter and




|
Dating of Manuscript

and
of parchment
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Dating of Manuscript

Text division:

Chapters and
Verses
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Dating of Manuscript 11
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Dating of Manuscript
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Dating of Manuscript M
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Or how can you say to your
brother, Let me take the speck out
of your eye, And behold, the log is
In your own eye.

Matthew 7:4 (NASB)
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Cross is salutation
“"A+B, a monk called Father”
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Dating of Manuscript .
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Papyri Panel
CA”
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known
' copy of Jeremiah 33:24
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Coptic |
papyrus of |
1 John 2:21
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[ have not written to you because
you do not know the truth, but
because you do know it, and
because no lie is

of the truth.
1 John 2:21 (NasB)
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Book
binding

cartonnage
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“The Republic”
by Plato




n
The earliest known
papyrus record of

the Sermon on the
Mount

Matthew 6:33
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But seek first His kingdom
and His righteousness,
and all these things
will be added to you.

Matthew 6:33 (NASB)



The earliest known

papyrus record of

the Sermon on the
Mount

Matthew 7:4
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Is what was written down true?
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1. Eyewitness Accounts
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Eyewitness Accounts il

“That which was from
the beginning, which
we have heard....

Josh McDowell Ministry Josh McDowell



Eyewitness Accounts il

..which we have seen with
our eyes, which we have
looked at and our hands

have touched...

Josh McDowell Ministry Josh McDowell



Eyewitness Accounts il

“For we did not follow
cleverly devised tales
when we made
known to you...

Josh McDowell Ministry Josh McDowell



Eyewitness Accounts il

"...the power and coming of
our Lord Jesus Christ, But...
...WE WERE EYEWITESSES

of His majesty.”




Eyewitness Accounts il

“Just as they were handed

down to us by those who

from the beginning were
eyewlitnesses...

Josh McDowell Ministry Josh McDowell



Eyewitness Accounts il

...and servants of the word, it
seemed fitting for me as well
having investigated everything
carefully from the beginning...




Eyewitness Accounts il

...to write it out for you in
consecutive order, most
excellent Theophilus.”

Josh McDowell Ministry Josh McDowell



2. They to the
knowledge of their




Appeal to Knowledge il

“Men of Israel, listen to
these words: Jesus the
Nazarene...




Appeal to Knowledge jn

...a man attested to you by
God with miracles and
wonders and signs...




Appeal to Knowledge il

...which God performed
through Him in your midst,
just as you yourselves
know...




Eyewitness Accounts il

“To these He also presented
Himself alive, after His
suffering...

Josh McDowell Ministry Josh McDowell



Eyewitness Accounts il

..by many convincing proofs,
appearing to them over a
period of 40 days.’

Josh McDowell Ministry Josh McDowell



n
3. Die for a Lie

A lot of people have died for a
lie, but thought it was the




“The of the

sacrifice speaks nothing of
the truth.’

Josh McDowell Ministry Josh McDowell
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n
4. Die for a great cause

Yes, but their great cause died
on the

Josh McDowell Ministry Josh McDowell



1st Messiah 2nd Messiah |
suffering reigning political
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“He is not here; He has risen!”
Luke 24:6a
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Bible
Handbook

Diftticult

Verses

A Complete Guide to
| Answering the Tough Questions

~ JOSHMcDOWELL
" SEAN McDOWELL
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/ /FAQs

ABOUT GOD
AND THE BIBLE

YOUR TOUGHEST
QUESTIONS
ANSWERED

JOSH McDOWELL
SEAN MCDOWELL
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The COMPLETELY UPDATED and EXPANDED CLASSIC

EVIDENCE

THAT DEMANDS
AVERDICT

LIFE-CHANGING TRUTH
FOR A SKEPTICAL WORLD

JOSH T
g SEAN McDOWEI.l, PhD
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JOSH McDOWELL

SEAN McDOWELL




JOSH McDOWELL
KEVIN JOHNSON
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