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What is a Form I-20 and why do you need one? 

All students who are not citizens of the United States that would like to study on 

campus at Shasta Bible College and Graduate School need a Form I-20, “Certificate of 

Eligibility for Nonimmigrant Student Status.” This makes you eligible to receive an F-1 

visa. Once accepted into a Student and Exchange Visitor Program (SEVP)-certified 

school, international students will receive a Form I-20 from their designated school 

official (DSO).  

 

What makes a student eligible to receive a Form I-20? 

-Have satisfied all admission requirements and been fully accepted into Shasta Bible 

College and Graduate School. 

-Shown proof that you are financially able to meet all costs of tuition, fees, housing and 

other living expenses during pursuit of a degree program. 

-Full time enrollment in one of the degree programs. 

 

Deadlines 

Due to the necessity of being at fall orientation, international students may only begin in 

the fall.  No spring semester acceptances are admitted. International students may 

apply at any time but start dates will only be in the fall semester. 

 

Process for getting your I-20 

-Complete the International Application online, submit the $50 (US) non-refundable 
application fee, payable by check or money order drawn on a US bank. You may also 
pay online through our website. Make sure to include your testimony and list all 
references.  Family members will not be accepted as references. 

-Submit official transcripts (in English) from each secondary (high school or equivalent) 
and post-secondary (college or university) school attended. While your country may not 
call them "transcripts" we are referring to a comprehensive listing of all courses you 
have completed at each institution. 

-All international students are required to provide proof of your proficiency. You may 
submit results from the Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL). Minimum 
requirement is 550 for the paper based test and 80 for the computer based test. The 
institutional code for Shasta Bible College and Graduate School is 4717. No exceptions. 
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-Give evidence of ability to meet the financial responsibilities of an education in the 
United States in United States dollars. This includes, but is not limited to, round-trip 
travel, tuition, health care, food, personal and school supplies, and room and board 
costs. You will need to complete the Statement of Financial Responsibility and you will 
need a sponsor to complete the Affidavit of Sponsor. The US Bureau of Citizenship and 
Immigration Services requires evidence that you can afford to pay for your entire 
education, including living expenses, before an I-20 can be issued. 

-Upon acceptance, payment for the first semester is required upon arrival at the school. 

-Once you have been accepted for admission you will be notified by email. Your 
acceptance letter will include your I-20. At that time, you can make an appointment with 
a U.S. embassy to apply for a student visa. 

  



 

We welcome students from all over the world.  Please note that processing an 

application takes time. We are not able to issue you an acceptance letter and I-20 until 

all admissions documents are received and you have been formally admitted by the 

Admissions Committee. For specific information regarding studying in the states, please 

refer to the US government website: https://studyinthestates.dhs.gov/students. 

Working off campus is not a possibility as the immigration services strictly controls off-

campus employment.  Availability to work on campus employment is not guaranteed.  

Thusly, students must provide their own funding for tuition, fees, housing and other 

expenditures while they are studying in the states. 

 

Your estimated costs for an academic year (fall and spring semesters; summer semester would be 

additional costs). 

Undergraduate Students Tuition & Fees  Graduate Students Tuition & Fees 

Tuition (16 units per 

semester*) 

$13,600  Tuition (9 units per 

semester**) 

$7,650 

Registration Fee $400  Registration Fee $400 

Technology Fee $300  Technology Fee $300 

Student Accident Insurance $80  Student Accident Insurance $80 

ASB Activity Fee $140  ASB Activity Fee $140 

Yearbook Fee $40  Yearbook Fee $40 

Door Card Deposit $10  Door Card Deposit $10 

Mail Key Deposit $5  Mail Key Deposit $5 

Undergraduate Students On-Campus 

Housing Costs (Single Occupancy) 

 Graduate Students On-Campus Housing 

Costs (Single Occupancy) 

Housing $3,000  Housing $3,000 

Cleaning Deposit $100  Cleaning Deposit $100 

Background Check $35  Background Check $35 

Dorm Key Deposit $15  Dorm Key Deposit $15 

Total Undergraduate 

Student Tuition and Fees 

Expenses Per Academic 

Year 

$17,725 

 Total Graduate Student 

Tuition and Fees 

Expenses Per Academic 

Year 

$11,775 

Additional Estimated Cost of Living Expenses Per Academic Year 

Books & Materials $825 Household Supplies $500 

Food $2,700 Personal Necessities $1,000 

Utilities $1,125 Dependent: Spouse $4,000 

Transportation $2,500 Dependent: Child $2,000 (per child) 

*Undergraduate students on F1 status must take at least 12 units per semester to retain legal status.  To 

complete a BA in 4 years, an average of 16 units must be taken per semester.   

**Graduate students on F1 status must take 9 units per semester to retain legal status.    
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Required Funding Amounts 

Federal regulations require all students applying for F-1 visa to show proof of sufficient 

funding for their first year of school, with expected sources of funding for the remaining 

years of their program. To meet this requirement, you must show proof of funding that 

meets or exceeds the total listed above for your program.  

Please note that the amounts listed are standardized, minimum amounts and living 

expenses and other costs are only an estimate. A student’s actual expenses may vary. 

Tuition and fees are subject to change on a yearly basis. Please read the information 

below carefully. Your funding sources and documentation of funding must meet the 

requirements below.  

All first-year international students must pay for their first semester (tuition and fees) in 

its entirety upon arriving for the fall semester. 

 

Sources of Funding 

Personal funds: Students can use their own funds to either partially or fully support 

themselves. If you will use your personal funds, the bank statement must be for an 

account in your name.  

Family funds: It is very common for students to have parents or close relatives help with 

their education costs. If someone other than you is sponsoring all or part of the cost of 

your education, you must submit bank documents, along with an original letter of 

support confirming the amount of sponsorship.  

United States Citizen Sponsor funds: Each international student is required to have an 

American citizen sponsor.  The sponsor must submit a bank document along with the 

Affidavit of Sponsor.  

 

Institutional Work Study/Scholarships: These funds are not guaranteed for all students 

and are not automatically applied.  Application for scholarships must be made to the 

Financial Aid department prior to submitting this form. 

Requirements for Financial Documentation   
 

All financial support documentation must be in English with amounts listed in U.S. 

dollars.  Documents must have been issued within the last 2 months. 

 

There must be a specific account balance listed on the document. Documentation that 

gives a range or indication of the balance (e.g. “high five figures”) will not be accepted. 

Bank documents are not shared with any personnel outside the Admissions Office so 

privacy is ensured.  

 



All international students are required to have a US Sponsor in order to be granted 

acceptance.  In order for the Certificate of Eligibility for Nonimmigrant (F-1) Student 

Status (Form I-20) to be issued, Shasta Bible College and Graduate School requires 

this Affidavit of Sponsor.  This is in compliance with regulations set forth by the U.S. 

Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) for all international students planning to 

enter the United States to attend educational institutions.  
 

US Sponsors must be a citizen of the United States and have current contact 

information. 
 

While US Sponsors may be supporting the student financially for their educational 

costs, they are not required to do so.  The main purpose of a US Sponsor is to ensure a 

responsible party in cases of emergency (health issues, auto accidents, etc.) where the 

student may be in need of finances to cover expenses not already included in the 

Statement of Financial Responsibility.  The US health care system does not cover costs 

for medical care for immigrant students so the student must have an alternate method 

of coverage.  Shasta Bible College and Graduate School is not responsible for any 

expenses the student may incur.  
 

The Affidavit of Sponsor must include a letter from the sponsor’s bank verifying the 

availability of sufficient funds in U.S. dollars. The students are advised to obtain two 

sets of the Affidavit of Sponsor and bank letter; please submit one to Shasta Bible 

College and Graduate School and keep the other for the F-1 visa application at the U.S. 

Embassy/Consulate.  
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